
Updates from NDDPI

Jim Upgren, Assistant Director of  School Approval and 

Opportunity



1st Year Counselors

ÅSometime in October, I plan to reach out to all 1st year counselors to see 

how things are going and if  you have questions on the Academic/CTE 

Scholarship, eTranscript, or anything else

ÅIf  you have questions before then, please do not hesitate to reach out to me



ND Smart Restart 



ND Smart Restart

ÅNorth Dakota Smart Restart Guidance is located on the NDDPI website

ÅClick on NDDPI COVID-19 Updates and Guidance (orange ribbon)

ÅND K12 Smart Restart ( Fall 2020)

ÅColor level determined by the governor

ÅSchools can be stricter with safety precautions if  they so choose 



Brief  Summary of  ND Smart Restart

ÅThe decision on how to conduct school in 2020-2021 is a local decision 

based on the K-12 restart guidance

ÅMust work with local health unit to determine what is best based on the local COVID-19 

situation 



Required School Plans

ÅSchools must develop 2 plans

ÅNew or updated distance learning plan

ÅHealth and safety plan

ÅMust be in consultation with local health unit

ÅThese plans must be:

ÅApproved by the school board

ÅPosted on the district website 



Distance Learning

ÅSchools may go entirely face-to-face, entirely distance learning, or a hybrid

ÅStudents MUST be given the option of  distance learning!

ÅParents are NOT required to pay for it

ÅSchools cannot apply for a waiver to get out of  providing distance learning 

ÅStudents are NOT required to provide a doctorõs note



Plan of  Study Renewals



Plan of  Study Renewals

ÅSchool counselors on a plan of  study must submit transcripts with 5 credits earned 
in their program over the last year

ÅSend directly to Jim

ÅNo need to reapply for the Plan of  Study

ÅWhen you complete your program, go to ND Teach and fill out the application for 
the School Counselor Credential 



Academic/CTE Scholarship



What are the Academic and CTE Scholarships?

Å$6000 Scholarship to students who meet the requirements

ÅALL students who meet the requirements get a scholarship!

ÅMust attend a North Dakota College or University

ÅMust be a North Dakota Resident

ÅQualifications for the scholarship are based on: 

ÅHigh school grade point average ( 3.0)

ÅACT Score (24) or WorkKeys scores (5)

ÅCourses taken in high school

ÅAbove and beyond graduation requirements



Testing Requirements

ÅAcademic Scholarship: Composite ACT score of  24 or higher

ÅCTE Scholarship

ÅComposite ACT score of  24 or higher OR

ÅA score of  5 or higher on each of  the three WorkKeys assessments

ÅApplied Math

ÅGraphic Literacy

ÅWorkplace Documents 



COVID-19 Testing Considerations

ÅFor the Class of  2020, the testing deadline was extended to August 31 due to the 
lack of  testing availability last spring

ÅStudents that applied for the scholarship and met all requirements except the testing have been 
sent emails throughout the summer reminding them to take the test and send in their scores

ÅStudents should send ACT or WorkKeys score reports directly to Jim

ÅFor the class of  2021, testing deadline will go back to being the end of  the school 
year



ACT Superscores

ÅStarting with the graduating class of  2021, students may use an ACT superscoreto 
meet the requirement of  earning a 24 or higher

ÅA superscorecombines a studentõs best English, math, reading, and science scores 
into one score for students that have taken the ACT more than once 

ÅThe superscoremust come from ACT!

ÅCanõt be a hand calculation of the regular ACT scores 

ÅStudent has to select that they wish to have a superscoreat the time they apply to take the test



Grade Requirements

Å3.0 Cumulative GPA ( non-weighted) or higher

ÅOverall OR

ÅAmongst required 22 credits 

ÅHave no grade lower than a òCó on any unit or half-unit required for the 

scholarship 

ÅDistrict may allow students to retake classes that they got a grade below a C



COVID-19 Grading Considerations

ÅThe requirement of òC or higheró was waived for the second semester of  the 2019-2020 school year due to 
adjustments to distance learning

ÅAllows Dõs to count, as well as òPó or òSó grades for second semester 2019-2020

ÅWill apply to students for the next three school years ( class of  2021, 2022, 2023)

ÅONLY APPLIES TO SECOND SEMESTER OF 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR!!

ÅDOES NOT exempt second semester 2019-2020 classes from the 3.0 GPA requirement

Å Students must still have a 3.0 overall or 22 credit GPA 



Summary of  Courses Required for Scholarship 

Beyond Graduation Requirements

Academic Scholarship
Å 1 credit Algebra II

Å 1 credit of  math for which Algebra II is a prerequisite 

Å One of  the following:

Å ½ credit dual credit class

Å 1 full credit AP class AND the AP exam

Å One of  the following

Å 2 credits of  same foreign language

Å 2 credits CTE in the same CTE coordinated Plan of  

Study

CTE Scholarship
Å 1 credit Algebra II 

Å 4 credits of  CTE

Å 2 of  those credits in the same CTE Coordinated Plan 

of  Study



Use of  eTranscript

ÅUse the Progress Monitoringtool in eTranscriptthroughout the year to measure 
scholarship progress for students in grades 9-12

ÅCheck student progress at least once at the beginning of  each semester

ÅEspecially with seniors!

ÅPLEASE open eTranscriptto parents!

ÅCan track scholarship progress 



Course Codes

ÅBe sure to use the correct course codes

ÅSchools can call the course whatever they want, the course code is what matters

ÅRefer to the Diploma/Scholarship Alignment Chart to determine which 

courses can count for each scholarship requirement

ÅLocated on DPI Website



Diploma/Scholarship Alignment Chart

ÅLists courses in each content area to meet graduation and scholarship requirements

ÅIncluding courses that can replace one another

ÅCourses that count as CTE credits

ÅLocated on DPI Website

ÅClick on: 

ÅDistricts and Schools

ÅCourse Codes

ÅGrades 9-12 drop down menu







ÅAlignment chart photo- general education


